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Mr. Baxter's late Repentance is -exarhined . 
All his Immodeft Calumnics conſuted, 
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The Grounds of Separation further cleared, 
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An Advertiſement to the Chriſtian Reader. 


Tt prevent all thoſe Miſtakes, arda Miſunderflandings which 
Ar. Baxcer, 5n his late Anſwer, was guilty of : : 2 eareto 
certify that 1 did deſire ſeveral Brethren ( 10, or 11. in number ) 
20 r6ad diligently the following Treatiſe, and to examine the Quota- 
tioks, as | have cited them out of Mr. Brxters printed Books, which 
they-did, aud bave nnanimonſly atteſted under their Hands, that 1 
have been very careful, to repeat, not only his very words, but alſo 
{ according to their beft udnerſtanding ) bis true Meaning. This, I 


thought good co give thee notice of Chriſtian Reader, that thou masfþ 
be cf dere 201, ſo | bave not wronged Mr. Baxter, by any 
IYreſted, Falſe, or Miſtaken. Quotation. - F 
2h M. 16th, 
I 071. 


Edw, Bagſhaw. 
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To Mr. 


Richard Baxter. 


Mr, Baxter, 


Otwithſtanding your angry intimation,that you inten- 
ded not to anſwer me, yet it ,was caſie to fore-ſee | 
( and accordingly I told you ) that you would not 
keep your word; for I knew your Pride would put 
you upon writing, and your guilt would neceſlicate you: ro do its 
juſt in 3s unbecoming a manner as you have done ; for an sleanſe 
muſt be maintained by Calumny. It ſhall not therefore be any 
part of my concernment to return your unthandſom Zanguage, but 
I am content to let you enjoy the priviledge of Railing alone - and 
if there be any of ſo caſie a belief, as to take your word, and ean 
imagin I would bt ſo fooliſh as well as wicked, as in a matter of five 
or ſix ſheets of Paper, to publiſh fourſcore nnermths, I will not envy 
you ſuch kind of partial Favourers, nor trouble my ſelf to reQifie 
their erronious apprehenfions : only I ſhall defire all that will be 
at alittle pains to conſider things, to judge ſeriouſly berwixt us, 
and to derermine impartially, whether that proud contempt and 
folly, which almoſt in every line of your laſt book accompanieth 
your exprelſſions,doth not abundantly diſcover that your heart was 
never yet truly humbled, and conſequently that Repentance you 

take occalion ro mention meerly Hypocrytical and Pretended. 
Without entring therefore into other By-matters, which are 
nothing to the Purpoſe of our main. Controverlie , I muſt 
is ; A o : br ing 


(2) 
bring you back to the Queſtion as it was firſt defignedly handled 
berween us; and that is briefly this, [ Whether Conformity at this 
day upon Conſcientious grounds can be defended by any or at leaſt, 
with any kind of honeſty contended for by your ſelf. ] This, Sir, is 
the thirg I have enquired about, and I muſt keep you cloſe to the 
ſtating of it , for as you Srad or Fallin the right handling of this, 
ſo will all your Reaſonings appear, either Solid and Convincing, 
or elfe degenerate into a railing and needleſs impertinence. 

Sir, Whoever goth aboutto inſtru the World ( but eſpeci- 
ally the Churches of Chriſt ) in ſuch a Critical day as this, had 
need be very careful co give all poſſible fatisfaRion in two 
things : Firſt, that he wrizeth ſomething that is worth our know- 
ing, and doth got abuſe-the paticrice and leiſure of his Readers : 
Secondly, That he doth himſelf ſhew ſo much Stability and Ste- 
dinefs of judgement, as that he may not diſcredit his own work, 
by having that replyed upon him, Thos that teacheſt another, 
zeacheſt thou z0t thy ſelf ? In both theſe particulars I have already 
prov'd that you are greſly DefeAtive ; For you plead al;ogether 
for an Uxclean thing , and thar is, for Conformity after a Cove- 
nanted for Reformation z and likewiſe ( which is more abſurd 
this you doe-after you;have your ſelf writ fo mvch ( and to ſpeak 
truth, fo well ) againftall fuch. kind of Communion, 

eng other things tha! I charged upun you (his was one; 
I ſaid, 1t became n0t you to blaine the War, and the evil :f: ts of 3t, 
with ſomuch bitterneſs © ſince you were as Allive an Inſlrument #n 
promoting of it, a3 any one what ſoryer. This, Sir, notwithitanding 
your peremptory denya}, .I muſt again confirm ; For you do' in 
your Holy Commoen-wealth at large juſtifie and defend that War, 
you ſay,you didencourage many thouſands toit,and that you thought 
when you engaged in it , you never did God that outward ſervice as 
ther : Pur all which together, and they ſerve to diſcover an As. 
vity which -very few-did equal, ſcarce any could exceed: and it 
will be a yery vain excuſe to fay or think you did but b:tle, becauſe 
perhaps ſomeiothers might do.ore; for tke meaſure of every ones 
Alttoity in a common cauſe; muſt be taken from that place which 
they fill up, which in, yourCapacity-as a Preacher (eſpecially if you 
fent in-Souldicrs by T bouſands ) you did as notably diſcharge as 
any-of the Generals or Parlamont Men, who would have lignibed 
but; little, bad they. not. had-ſ\uch Chaplains to work upon Conſes- 
ence :{ therefore. wronged you: not by aſſerting what you former- 
by -did, but. you much ' wrong the Truth and Goodneſs of 
your dwncauſe,: ( if indeed vu think you ever had it } by ſeek- 
RI - ing 


(3) 
ing ſo meanly to finde out a Subter-fuge how you might dil- 
guiſe and hide it. 

I am not ignorant that you now tell me you Repernt, ( and you 
ought ro thank me that I have beeng means to bring you to it ) 
but as if you had long agoe foreſeen whether your Temptations 
were likely to hurry you, you have very feaſonably toreſtalled 
and Antidoted, whatever ill uſe may be made of your preſent 
Profeſſion of Repentance: Your words, becauſe they are very 
memorable, I have taken pains verbatim to tranſcribe, as I find 
them in your Holy Common-wealth pag? 486, 487. I cannot ſee, 
ſay you, that I was miſtaken inthe main cauſe, nor dare 1 repent 
of tt, nor forbear the ſame, if it were to do again in the f po 
ſtate of things : I ſhould do all 1could to prevent Fn a War, but 
if it could not be prevented, 1 muſt take the ſame ſide as then I did, 
and my judgement telleth me that if 1 ſnould ao otherwiſe, I ſhould 
be guilty of Treaſon and Diſloyaltie againſt the Soverergn power of 
the Land, and of perfidiouſneſs tothe Common wealth, &&c. And 
you conclude yet more remarkably, I: were too great foly by 
following eAccidents that were then unknown, for me to judge of 
the former Cauſe. That which is Calamitous in the event, 13 xt 
always ſinful in the Enterprize: Should the change of times make 
me forget that ſtate, that we were formerly in, and change my 
judgement, by loſing the ſence of what then conduced to its Infor- 
tion, this folly and forgerfulneſs would be the way to a ſinful, and 
not to an obedient Repentance. Thus ( as I have already told you) 
like Cataphas, being High- Prieſt for that Year» you Propbeſicd, 

Sir, It is poflible ( tor what may not a linle Time, and 
change of ſucceſs produce in ſo variable an underſtanding ) that 
you may once more Repent of your late Repentance , For you 
have given in ſuch Evidence againſt your ſelf, and laid down 
ſuch convincing Argaments to make us belive your judpement is 
not yet altered ( although your Pſion and Intere#F is) that 1 
muſt-entreat every ſerions Reader, to judge, who hath dealt moſt 
candidly, You, or 1, and from whom the greateſt ingenaity is 
to be exp.Red. For my own part, 1 delire to ſpeak it without 
any bitterneſs, upon the moſt exaRt and impartia) reflexion | can 
make, I cannot ſee but your Repertance, and Mr, Lee's Recan- 
tation may hereafter be bound up together in- the ſame Volume, 
and both be held of £qual Credit and Authority. 

For,5tr,to be ſerius,do you think it can be looked upon as any 
tolerabie degree of ſatisfaRtion,either to thoſe whom you formerly 
A 3 deceived 
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deceived by Preaching them into x Conſcientious Diſobedience,or to 
thoſe who were then ruined and oppreſſed by it, to tell them now 
ewenty years after, ſo flightly,that you are forry,and that you repens 
you bad no more Impartially, and diligently conſulked with the bef 
Lawyers, that were agaimſt the Parliaments cauſe, for you knew 
no Contraverſie in Devinity about it, but in Politicks and Lay, 
What, Sir ? did you help on to Engage a Nation in Blood, to enter 
into « Covenant, Proclaim Fafts, make Solemn = to God, and 
et think nothing of Divimty in ſuch a Cauſe? Oh poor deluded 
People of England | How have thy Preachers, thy Baxters, thy 
feeming Boanerges, cauſed thee to erre, and ſwallowed up the way 
of thy Paths ? and after ihey have led thee into Deep Waters, lefr 
thee miſerably plunged and floating there to ſave themſelves in 
their own Cockboats ? Sir, do you think you ſhall ever Preach with 
more Evidence, Warmth, and Zeal any thing in your life, than 
you have already done the Neceſſity, Juſtice, and Lawfulne)s 
of this War; and, that you may know I do not ſpeak at ran- 
dom, particularly when at Gloceſter, you preached upon, Curſe ye 
eHeroz,, and now you ſay you Repent, do youexpeR ever to be 
believed again ? Did not you then think it viſible on which lide 
Chri#t and Religion ſtood ? and did nut you profels to ſee it in the 
year Fifty nine ( but the year before the King came in ) and are 
you now become Blind ?O Rare Convert | What ſtrange changes 
will love of eaſe and fear of ſuffering, produce in a Eorrupt and 

Carnal underſtanding ? | 
Sir, Iam truly ſorry I am forced to ſpeak thus plainly, bat 


Zeal for the Glory of God which you have obſcnred, Love to 


that Cauſe of Chriſt, and Nor-conformity, which you have deſer- 
ied , and earneſtneſs of aﬀeion to the Souls of my C-untrey 
men, whom you have abuſed , hath filed me with + j»ſt :ndigne- 
tron: And pray do not think it ſufficient to tell me as you do, that 
you Rerratt your Book ,, For ſuch childiſh Levity doth not at all al- 
ter Matters of Fatt, but leaveth things ſtill as they formerly were, 
and diſcovereth-you only to be deeplicr plurg:d in the guilt of 
Unſetledneſs and inſtability. 

And certainly, Sir, had you ever had patience, and allowed 
your ſelf Time to read ever what you have formerly writ, you 
would havd found out ſome better Argument to employ your Ja- 
-.zz in, than ro' perſwade the World to Conformity now, wiih 
tnole very Men, Way, and Things which ( not a year before 
cheir e{tab/iſhmert among us ) you have thrown ſo muck dirt 
pon, that the very remembrance of the is ill loathſome to us. 

Have 


F 

Have you forgot, Sir, that when the B:ſhops were down, and 
their calamity might have moved your pity, you then trampled _ 
upon them, ard in grca (corn vpbraidingly told them, We ſee £19 P1/p. 
that moſt of the ungodly in the land, are the forwardeft for your _ 
ways, yok may heve aloe 6: the Blaſphemers, and ignorgne haters p,i,, wang 
of goalincſs in the \.ountrey i- vote for you, and if they durſt again to 15659. D:- 
fight for you at any trme z, 1d again, I know that the common ſenſe dicated to 
of moſt that are ſerious wn Frail ical Chriſtiainity is againſt your for. Richard 
mal ways of worjhup, and the S;-rit of Prophancſs complieth with you, REI 
@r:d dotcth on you tn all places tht ever 1 was acquainted with ; pref p, 15, 
with much more railing-Language to ihe ſame pirpule . And when 
you £0 pvrpole!y argue upon this fabjeR | Wherker it be neceſſary page 31. 
or profitable for the right order or peace of the Churches, to reitore 
the extruded Epiſcopacy ] you do witn muck Rrengck and vehe- 
mency handle the Negative, 2nd am&::g ſever:1 other Arguments, 
you vrge this for one: That Governm:nt which graificth the Devilpage 36. 
and wicked men 15 not to be reſtored nnaer any pretence of the Order 
or Feace of the Church , But ſuch was the Engliſh Epiſceoacy ; . 
therefore, Sec. And in Explication of the e4s«or, you enlarge 
very Emphatically, Who | a2 not, ſay you, for it cannot be 
denyed, that the general y of the Rable of ignorant Perſons, World. 
lings, Drunkards, Haters of Goalineſs are very zealous for Epiſ- 
copacy; Whilſt multitudes of truly Eonkgientions people have been a- 
gainſt it , eArnd whoknoweth not that they fetch both their chief 
HMotives from Experience ? The ungodly found that Biſhops let them 
keep their ſins and troubled them not with this preciſenſs z but rather 
drove away the Preciſe Preachers and People, whom thoy abhor- 
red; and thoſe that diſiized Epiſcopacy, did is principally on the ſame 
Experience, obſervivg they befriended the wicked, as leaft by preſer- 
ving them from the dne Redof Diſcipline. 

Sir we muſt needs ſay we ftand amazed, how it is pcllible, you 
ſhould fo ſoon and ſo much forget all that you have ſaie, and 
break through the bonds of ſuch convincing Arguments; For our 
parts, we, that want your eaſineſs and Rexibility, are frighted 
at them, 2nd dare not for our lives meddle with any thing, 1o the 
worſhip of God, which ſucha man as you hath already told us 
tends to gratifie the Devil and wicked men , And though we have 
many other weighry Arguments, yet in this Matter we are 
ſari-Hed with your Auchority,ard are content 19 take your word; 
and it us yon jay the Covernn ms and No Diſcipline of the Biſhops 
hath ſi:cha dancgrous ir five, we mult by witherswing 61 x 
Communion,declare buth ag21r Rtiigechemgand Tam + 
Wi 
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will themſelves acquit us fsom any crime herem : For we dare ap- 
peal to any moderate man of the Epiſcopal perſwaſion, 1f they be 
indeed ſuch kind of perſons as you have repreſented them, whe- 
ther they ought not immediately to be foſaken and forborn as to 
any Ads of Church Communion : We think we need not (pend 
many words in ſo clear acaſe,tor you bave already decided it for 
us ; with much Triumphing and ſcorn you thus inſulted; former- 
ly over the Biſhops, and laid the foundation of all that which we 
now Conſcitntiolly praQtice ; ** 1 tell you, (aid you, that which 
* I ſuppoſe you know, Thar as free x toleration of Praelacy in 
© England as there is of Presbytery were the likelyeſt way to 
* bring you into perpetual contempt, For we cannot but know, 
* that beſides a few civil engaged Gentlemen, Miniſters, and 0- 
© thers, your main body would con(i:t of thoſe, that for their 
* notorious impiety, ſcandal or ignorance, are thought unmeet 
* for Church Commumon by others, and that when you came to 
© exerciſe dijcipline on tem, they would hate you and flee from 
«© you, as much as ever they did trom Puricans ; and if you did 
© indulge them,and not reform them or caſt them our,your Chatch 
* would be the coliicmy of che ſober part 0) the World z and 
* your own ſober members would quickly relinquiſh it for ſhane g 
© For the Ghurch ef England ( if you would needs be ſo callcd ) 
*© would be taken for the fink of ali the otherChurches in England; 
We need ſay no more, for whatever may be pleaded to the con» 
trary. by others ( with whom at preſent we are not diſputing ) 
yet as to your ſelf ( with whom our contraverlie is) I think no 
ſaber perſon, but will ſay we are ſufficiently f2rniſhed with Ar- 
guments to anſwer the uttermoſt you can alledge. For to fall in 
with that which you call ſink of all the other Churches, to joyn 
wich thoſe in Worſhip, whe are, as you ſay, the contempt of the 
ſober part of the World, and whora all their ſober Members are to 
relinquiſh for ſhame, this muſt needs be an u7juſtifiable as well as 
an unbecomizg praftice: And therefore do not diſturb us any more, 
bur let us alone, if you can, to follow that Zigbe in this matter 
which you your ſelt once had, and give us leave to tell you, that 
to the beſt of our underſtanding, your preſent Light is nothingelſe 
but the confuſion of Darkneſs. | 

You may perhaps Objet ( though we wonder you ſhould do 
it) that were the matter wholly left to our own liberty, you could 
not adviſe ſuch Communion as a thing of choice, but that which you 
call eAuthority ( or /Uagiſtracy ) nterpoſing in the caſe, we are 


no longer left free to" 0147 own diſpoſe, but muſt be obedient 1 things 
In*#- 
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Indifferent for Conſcience ſake , we will not reply how much, 

that Romans 13. ( upon which you lay the ſtreſs of your | 
Argamcnt )* hath been +buſed already by wreſting it to o- \ 

ther caſes, bur yr: we hope (whatever others do ) you 

will not forget taat very Text hath. been urged by your (elf 

C no longer f{ince then the year 165g. ) to juſtifie your 

tiding with the Parliament againit the King, VYhen , fay Holy Com: 
you, the Parliament commanded us to obey, and not reſijt wealth 
them ; 1 knew not how to reſiſÞ and diſobey them , witbout 477- 
the violation of that command of God, Komans 13, Let eve- 

ry ſoul be ſubjeft unto the Higher Power , &c. and' without 
encurring the danger of that Condemnation there threatned 

to Reſiiers ; and | think, none donbteth but that command 
ovligeth us to obey the Senare as well as the Emperor. Sir, 

You may ealily fee what I could, if | pleaſed, and were 
malicous, inter from hence, but 1 ſpare you, and without 
gerefting that, 1 ſhall only ſay that yoa have already in a- 
nuther place diſcharged us, from any Gonſcientious {ubjeRis 

on t9 Mens Commands in the Things of God upon the ac- 


count of that Text. For you ſay well and truly, thar [f#:# Diſp. 


Aden who bave no Authority over us ſhall pretend Author. Þ- 457 

ty from God, and go about to exerciſe it by Geremonious Im- 

poſitzons, we have the mere reaſon to ſcruple obeying then 

even in things indifferent ; leſt we be guilty of eſtabliſhing 

their uſur pation and pretended office in the Church , and ſo 

draw on more evils than we foreſee or can remove ; All the 

diff:rence then between you and us (if indeed there be a- 

ny ) leth in the point of Authority, Which we fay plain- 

ly, that none upon Earth ( no not an Anpel from Hea- 

ven) hath over us in the Things of God, that whole pow- 

er being incommunicably given co our Lord Chri##, who 

Keepeth it in his own hands, managzth it with his own 

Laws, direQeth and influencerh it by his own Spirit, and 

hach not by any Commiliion that we «now ot inveſted the 

Rulers of this. V/orld with it; fo that though you lightly 

quit, yet we ice cauſe ſtill to keep our ground'; For we 

dare not yeild, wo nor for a Moment , nor {tir in a_Cii- 

cumſtance from afſcrting that Lebertive , Which we are coin- 

manded to 4ſaintain, leſt we forfeit our Lords Rip*t, 

Partake in other mens ſins, and Joling our hold, never be ab'e 

r0 recover it again, When we (ſhall gave occalion to _— 
| B ome 
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ſome new and yet unheard of Impolitian. 
There remaineth but one Argument more in this whole 
Diſpute, and that js taken from JIdolatryz; Which we ſay 
all Deviſed Worſhip is a Species of z and even this, though 
you do with much ſeeming ecarneftneſs declaim againſt * tr, 
yet it is apparent, you had ſome Glimmerinys of Light a- 
bout ; For after you had urged many Arguments ra prove 
the unreaſonableneſs and (infilaeſs of Preſcribing rms of 
| . Prayer, Preaching , &c. you conclude in thele Werds, 
_ w lhe * It none of thele, or vthec Reaſons will allay the Impe- 
PISt 37% * 0 rjous D:temper of the Proud, but they muſt by 3n Us 
* ſurped Legiſlation be making indifferent things become 
** neceſlary to others, and Domineer over Mens Gonſcien- 
* ces and the Churches of God j we mult leave them «(9 him, 
** that being the Lord and Lawgiver of the Church, is j:3- 
* lous of his Prerogutive, and abhorre:h Idels, and will 
* not give his Glory to another : Which expreſſion oi eA6- 
borring Idols, why you fſhouid uſe, has you ror taken e* 
very Humane Impoſition to be a kind of /dol. we cannot 
Imagine : And therefore pray give u5 leave to tuinine up all 
together, and to ſay freely this, that hid we but little to 
lay upon this Argurecnt in anſwer io crhers, yet we have 
enough for ever to lilence you, and  withal we protels, 
that though we do not therefore toiluvy that which we 
r3ke to be the Truth in this Quiefin, becauſe you once 
aſſerted it before us3 yer we il nt therefore peeviſhly 
d:{dain 5nd rej it, beciuſe yo Ave waworthily reccded 
from it ; bur rather we chenkiuity wyn the goodnsis of God, 
and admire the preit force of $71, that you ſhould fere- 
tire be Nirred up to wiite ie nc (and of which you 
tive Nt (that we know cot } yer: Repenicd)) by which 
you {tznd your felt Self cond. mms, and that Cauſe which 
y 'o [9 cage ly Opp. le, T3 iy atize | :pleatly jultihed, 

1 migitt nere ud, Fir | Wann v-d Wordy tacu-ty , and 
Wy Pu'poie being mrerly ig Clit au, this 1s ajrady 
fo fſaity dine, that | ned not io itt noon this Subj; 
But your boid, and little Jets 05.72 +,-fraonſtical arguing 3- 
Biunit the Dice and ſelf gvidercing i wmouority of the Holy 
Scriptare , require I ihvald 1p wumrihing to it: The 
Pojirio1 wines you lay devo 15 iirectly contrary. £9 the 
DoQrize of all our e/Tucient Proteſtant Divines, aud pat- 

L Clit. 
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ricularly to that of the Firft Reformers, and beſides is the 
very Foundation of the Roman ( that is of the AntichriSian 
Church , For you lay plainly ( as Andradius, Stapleton, Brl. 


larmine, and others , the worſt Defenders of the Trent ,, _— 


Gouncil do ) that me SIf evidencidg Light of Scripture is 
not ſufficient, without humane Help and Teſtimony to make 
ws know every Canenicall Book fiom the Apeeryphal, = c. 


And you initance Particularly in Solomen's Proverbs, unio 94%:3.61. 


which our Saviour himſelf and his Apoſiles have witneſſed 
35 to 2 Divirie Writing : And belides in defence of this, 
you urge an Argument, of a more impious fenſe and ſound, 
than ever 1 read in 2ny but your (elf; And I think that 


Beliarmine was medeit , ard bur a Triflzr ro you, *© Mx- <ab.p.6:. 
* homer, ſay you, and his followers ( more numerous &-, 


« than the Chritiiars ) pretend that Mahomets name was in 
© Goſpel of Fohn, as the Paraclete or Comforter , promi- 
*« ſed by Chriit', and that the Chriſtians have blotted it 
« out, ard altered the Writings of the Goſpel : and how 
© ſhall we diſprove them but by Hiſtorical evidence - To 
which I ſhall only repiy in ſhort, that if matters be:ween 
them and us muſt bz brought to this iſſue, eAtum ef , 
We have nothing ſubſtantial to plead, and it is not Ged's 
but Man's Word that mutt be taker, we having no certain 
nor infallible xp1-4in left us, to diſcern and know the voice 
of Scripture by, I might urge what Whitaker , Chamier, 
and others have repiyed, but I ſhall content my felf with 
what I find briefly, yet fully lated, by that Judicious and 
Weightie Writer Mr, Hilderſham, whoſe name in other 
caſes ( particularly that of Conformity where you think he 
maketh for you ) you pretend great Reverence to, Indeed 
the Teitimony of the Church, ſaith he, doth firft encline us 
rothink that the Scripture 1s the Word of God, and maketh us 
willing to hear and read it ; but after we by kearing and 


reading it attain to farther certainty and afſurance : * For 7,1, 4 
*« God himfelf ſpeaketh to us in the Scripture, Luke 1. 59. Le8. 76. 


*© Hebrews 1.1. and that ſo clearly and cvidently, that the 
* Faithful are undoubted!y aſſured that ir is he thac ſpeak- 
<« eth. that it is indeed his Word; and they can ſay, as 
© Cant. 2. 8. It is the voice of my beloved. This is pro- 
© miſed to the Faithful, Iſa. 52. 6. They ſhall know in 


« that day, that 1 am he that ſpeaketh, behold it 3s 1; and 
B 2 ©© Toby 
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 Fihn 7. 17. If any man will do his Will, he ſpall know 
«of rhe Dottrine, whether it be of God, or whether I ſpeak 
« of my ſelf; And indeed if we could not now be 
<© undoubtedly certain, that is indeed Gods Word, the Caſe 
« of the Church were worſe naw, than it was when Gd 
*© ſpake to his people in Yiſions and Dreams, For they 
& were Without any eXternal Teſtimony from Men, fully 
« aſſured rhen, that it was ihe Lord himielf indzed thar 
© (pake unto them; Nay it is Ceriain that we may be 
© more ſure that God ſpeaks to us in his Wurd, then 
« they could be of his ſpeaking unto them in Yifrs , 
&«& 2 Peter. 1. 19. We have alſo a 1nore ſure Word. of Pro- 


6 pheſie. 


Thus far: that worthy Writer, who afcrreth no more in 
ſubſtance, than what is the unanimons judgement of Calvin, 
Lutber, and. at! our eAncient Proteſtant Divines ; 5nd 1] 
wonder while you tax another of Falſhoed, you ſhould yen 
rure thus to reproach their Mc:mory , as it they held with. 
you; when not one of them, bat ſome few bold Ia- 
novators of late ( like your ſeit ) di ever affert that Opi- 


non; which overthrowerth avid razcth to ground the whole- 


Proteſtam cauſe , as tending wholly to enthrone Tradition , 
and to auvaiice the «Autnerity of een in the Things of 
F? ; 

God; 


I know: you bear your ſelf very high opon what you 
have already writ in defence ( as you call it ) of Scrip-. 
ure; And you do inſolently tell us . | know of no man 


living in this age that hath written ſo. much (1 ſay not ſo 


well) for the things in Queſtion, Scripture aid Chrijtianity 
as | have dine: To which Boaſt I reply. Firit, ſome- 
have wtitten large Books, and pretended great earneſtneſs 
for many things, on purpoſe that ihey might attaque and 


| fet upon them afterwards with greater advantage ; Thus 


Ceſar Vanins wrote a very learned Book againſt Atheiſm 
though it was his own profeſſed and avoiwed Impiziy, in 
defence of which afterwards he deſperatly died. Secondly, 
give me leeve to ask you, To what purpoſe is all this VPafte? 
or who bath required this at your Hands ? And why do 

you 
g 


- 
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you vnacttake a Neealeſs, as well as an Impeſſible Tark* 
That is to reconcile Religion to Natural Reaſon ? to 
bring down the Things of God unto the vneerftanding 
of Man; whichis in cff:@ to ſy you do rivt bclieve 
them to be Tremendous Myſteries. Thirtly, Me thinks you 
ſh 1'd be frignted by the drezdtul falls of thoſe pretendedly 


Rational men that wenr this way before you, from foliuw- 


10g atier their bold and daring Example. Secinus, 2 man of 


1 littie Reaſon, proceeded fo fer as t9 deny the De- 
minuny of Chritt ; And Grotiur, who verote as learned- 
jy on the Truth of Chriſtian Religion as any, yet himm- 


icit died of nete, or it as you ſay he ditd a Papiſt, it p,if, 1s 
was worle thin none: 60 that | may fay Gf thrie Re froe Diſp, 


tonal Arguing-, what the Anoftle hath concerning meats, 


They have nat prejircd treſe that walged in them, Lalily, pp, (5.9. 


ETtis 1 mult tefitie from my own Experience, and leave 
ir as - Warning 0 all, in whom the lth of curious 
Friguiry is not. yet healed, that fiad not 1 learn'd the 
Truth of Chriſtian Religion from beter A-guaents , 
and a inore Certain way of Reafoning than any your Bo »ks 


afford, I had {till been planged in the depihs of Atheiſin; 


and I look upon your whele Diſcourſe abour the /Va- 
ure, Being, and Decrees of God, the Hnmeortality of the 
Soul, arid I be reward of the Life to ceme ( which you pre- 
tend 19 ftourd ppR'7V\arural- Reaſon) to be fo far from 
the Gogency of Demonſtration, and the Evidence of Ra- 
tional Light, that fuch kind of Diſcourſes ſerve much ra+ 
ther to Teach, then to preſerve from Unbelief, while 
they. give Corrupt Reaſon leave to argue, and juſtifie it 
ſelt, againſt that which is accoun;ed the weakneſs and 


ſimp!liciry of believing, I look upon it as ſound Dot 


rine, and fo I heid ic long before I read it in Mr. Hil- 
derſham, © Thar this. glory is due to Chriſt and ro 


* 


* aim alone to believe him vpon his Word; even 74, , 
* without the Tcltimony or Authoricy of any man, te&, 32. 


* yea thuugn we ſee no Reaſon 'for it, yea though it 
© {ſeem never ſo cyiirary ro Our own Reaſon ; we muſt 
* in this caſe be-hike Pythagora: his Schollars, an4 ſo 
© re{t in that «v/zs ty: , when once we hear Thus ſaith 
&« the Lord, this muit (uflice vs inilead of, all Reaſons,, 
here. 


(12) 
'& here we muſt reſt and fatisfie our ſelves, This is cal- 
. © Jed the Obedience of Faith, Rem. 16. 26. Yea this 
« js the' firſt and chief Obedience thar God . requi- 
« reth of us: The firſt work of his Grace in us is 
« to ſubdue our Reaſon, 2 Cor, 10, F, Till we have 
\& trained to this ſimplicity, we ſhall never be wiſe 
« unto Salvationz nor come to any comfortahie Cer- 
* taintie in the matters of Religion. The ſame wor- 
<* thy Author goeth on, this ferves, ſaith he , ro re- 
® prove the Diſputer of this World, of whom the A- 
&« poſtle ſpeaks 1 Cor. I. 20. Where s5the Diſputer of this 
« VPorld? ſuch as will receive no more in Religion 
* then they can ſce Reaſon for, Scripture will not 
© ſerve their turn, they muit have Reaſon 3 Bur, faich 
<< he, it is a dangererous thing not to reſt in the An- 
©* thority of the Scriptures, nor to count it ' «:1:wiger ; 
*© For there be many truths of God revealed in the 
& Word, which are ſuch-Miſteries, as it is not poſſible 
© for Man by Reaſon and by Light of Nature to con- 
& ceivez Nay, indced the whole DoQrine of the Goſ- 
&« vel is fo, 1 Cor. 2.7. 1 Tim. 3. 16, Yea, the more 
« a man excelicth in Natural Reaſon and Underſtanding, 
© the more unable ſball he be ro conceive them, Rom. 
*© 8.7. The VFViſdom hag Fleſh 5 enmity to God: It 
'*is God alone that by the ſupernatural Light of his 
« S$pirir, revealeth thoſe things, at. 16. 19, And God 
« will reveal it ro none but to thoſe :aat are Meck and 
« Humblez to none that have ſnch ;1gh conceit of them- 
«* ſelves, and attribute ſo much to their own Reaſon, 
* Pſalm 25. 9. The eek will be teach his way. 1 have 
| at large repeated this paſſage of thar truly judicious and 
Wo /! excellent Writer, becauſe he ſpeaketh ſuitably both to 
''"' Scripture, and to wht every Perſon truly enlightened 
$3 can witneſs toz But to ſhew how much you ditter, both 
from him and others of our ſoundelt Divines in this 
poinr, and to make a full diſcovery of your ſpirit and 
©, _, temper, 1 thall compare it with a quite contrary pal- 
| 4a As [1ge, which ſome years ago I read. and much wonder- 
ed at in your felf. © * 7 know there is 'a ſors of over- 
\ © wiſe , and overdoing Divines, who will tell their fol- 
«© lowers 


PETE ae 


(13) 
&«& lowers wn provate, where there #5 none to contradift 
** them, that the Method of this Treatiſe 1s perverſe, as 
*© appealing too much to Natural Light, andover-valuitig 
« Humane Reaſon: and that I ſhould have done no more 
& but briefly tell men, that all that which God ſpeaks 
* in his werd is true, and that Propria Luce it is evi- 
* dent that the Scripture is the Word of God, and 
* that to all Gods Ele&he will give his © Spirit, to cauſe 
© them to diſcern it, and that thus much alone had been 
* better than all theſe Diſputes and Reaſonings 3 But 
* theſe Over-wiſeJmen who need no Reaſon for their Re- 
< ligion and judge accordingly of others, and think that 
*© thoſe men who reſt not in the Authority of Jeſus 
«© Chriſt, ſhouid reft in theirs, are many of them ſo well 
* acquainted with me as not to expeR that T ſhould 
<< trouble them in their way or Reaſon againſt them- 
_— — as much as 1 am addicted to fcribling, 
« ] can quietly diſmiſs this fort of men without the La- 
* bour of opetiing their ignorance. Thus you, who are, 
if compared to them, but a Raſh and Inſolent Seribler, 
becauſe you have nothing to go, but are ar leiſure ro be 
a Voluminous Trifler, dare with your breath blow upon, 
and feek to blaſt the Credit of all theſe worthy weigh- 
ty Writers ( whom you cal] Over-w:ſe, and Over- do- 
ing Divines ) iuch as Calo, Preſton, Hilderſham, Pev- 
kins, Sec. whom I quoated before, as if they were all bat 
Bubbles for you to play with, and blow up 'ard down 
at your pleaſure ; but their Name, and DiQrine ſhall 
live and flcuriſh, when yours ſhall wither, as not being 
able ro endure the Ficry Tryal ; So far therefore, 
as [ can by Entreaties or Example prevail with any, 1 
do earneſtly warn all perſons truly fearing God, that 
they be not deceived by Names, nor take any thing up- 
en tiuft from a commonly Received and Miſtaken Re- 
puiation s For if I underitand any thing of the true na- 
tare of Religion, your Writings do contain that ſecret 
Leaven, which will fowre and infeft the Mird of an 
unwary Reader, with ſuch Errontous Appreken(ions, and 
Miſ-corceits of the Truth, thar nothing hat a new and 
thorough Converiton will be able 19 recover them ; For 


laying 


page 29. 
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page 134, 


- may not other wite haye much hurt in them, yet tixy are 


(14) | 
laying your Foundation in the Corrupt Will of C Mas, 
and building your Superſtruure in the .Carnal Under- 


| ſtanding, you leave no room for true Holineſs and Aor- 


$ificatton z but the Root of lin which liet!i\ within, re- 
:-maineth untouched, and Carnal Preſumftion, or at the 
belt Donbting ( if not Teſpair )) wilt be the utmoſt 
thac ſuch Principles can peffivly erd in, or lead unto - 
i ſhall therefore here leave off, and ee preſent (it 
not for ever). end any farther Controverlie with you, 
as being ons of whom | cannot ſay ( whar you do of 
me atrec all your virutence ) that ] am upright in the 
e Hain; For | hold you are altogether Rotten and UV 
found in th: e Main, and ſo much the more incnrable, in 
char you have greatly linned, and ;urned Scorner, lice 
your eAdmonition. 


Theſe being my moſt ſerious thoughts of ali your 
Woerks, F do willingly paſs by leſſer Matters, which 
yet afford me fuſfticient ground of Exception , ſuch zre- 


Firſt, Your. Abſurd , and Inſigniflcant way of ſpeak- 
i: , althyug? Thave already reproved you fur it; 35 Wien 
you talk of a Raſh and Carolefly: uttered Untruth, which 
#u Privatively voluntary ( that #5 where the VPVll omits 
its office ) Where I am much to ſeek, what can be meant 
by Privatively veluntary, or how any aCtion can be done 
where the F'/ill. omits its office. Adde to this, your dif. 
courſe of a receiving Obediential Power in a Carnal VP ill, 
which receiving Power you'call a Paſſive Power : where 
the Comment and Explication is much larder than te 
Text. Laſtly,To urge 1.0 more your ſayirg that by Corrup-- 
tion and impoſition barely ſeemeth to be meant ſuch For- 
maliter quoad Attum without including the degree of the 
/:1atter. Sir,, Theſe, and the like exprelltons, though you 
and :iie Schools call them Diſtiaiteons, yer indeed ate ng. 
ching elſe but Learned Ng ſence ; Which althunph they 


thoſe 


thoſe Big ſwelling words of Vanity, which are the uſual 
Language of Falſe Teachers, and one of the Marks which 
is fore-told -by which / they may be known, 2 Per. 2. 


Secondly, | might except egain{t your ſcornful trifling 
with things, that'are moſt ſacred, and ſerious ; as when 


you ſay, 1 am verily perſwaded if Chriſt came perſo- poge 5.72 


nally and viſibly to demand it , the King himſelf would 
geild up his Crown to him , and I am as verily perſws- 
ded the Turk, or Pope would do ſo too ; which yet at 
preſent I do not look upon as any great commendati- 
on to either 'of thems And belides , had ever. che Ter- 
ror of that Day of the Lord fell upon you, and did you 
in ſpirit believe and apprehend how dreadful that e-Fp- 
pearance Would be, you would not have ſpake ſo like thoſe 
Mockers, who deride the Promiſe of his coming. 


Thirdly , I might juſtly blame your ſcarce Tolerable 


Sophiſiry, and Fallacious way of arguing, fir only for 


Boyes and Children 5 as when you pretend to know no 
difference in point of Impoſition, between one that uſeth 
a Form of his own , and he that is Impoſed upon to uſe? 


always the Form of another : Whereas, in the one caſe, * 


the hearer is at perfeQ libertie how far and how: often 
he will joyn, In the other he is always tied up, and 
muſt either joyn in ſuch a Preſcript Form of Words or 
none at all : and this he knoweth before-hand, which mae 
keth the difference vaſtly Diſproportionable. 


Laſily, Give me leave to wonder, ſince the Apoſtle 
maketh it ſo dangerous a ſign of a proud diſtempered 
mind to dote about Queſtions, 1 Tim. 6. thow it -comes 
to paſs that you iv ftrangely delight in! asking of 
them , eſpecially} in matters. where Faith alone muſt 
give the laſt Solution z and therefore to all your twenty 
bold Queries about the Scripture, take this general Ar:- 
{wer that when you have ſatisfied me you did not {in 
greatly in railing ſuch Milts and Doubts about chem, and 
when you can give me ſecurity that you will not be aſ- 
king me twenty QueFtions more, I will endeavour your ſa- 
tisfation, ' GC # | con» 


age 119, 
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I conclude therefore, with this Short but True Charafterof 
your ſelf and your late work, that you have writ, neither 
with that Gravity, which became your eye ; with that 
Sobriety, which became your Profeſſion; nor that Modeſty 
which became any. tolerable Education ; and lince you 10 
much forget your ſelf, I muſt rell you, that that Perſon, 
whom you ſo inſolently deſpiſe,'is ( to lay no more) that 
your beft, your Equal : but what he reckoneth he might 
Glory in, as ſome of his outward Advantages above you, 
he willingly waveth, as chuling rather to glory in this, as 
God hath choſen him a Poor deſpiſed Publican ( as one born 
out of due time ) together with thoſe Women and Boyes 
whom you contemn, to cry Hoſanna to the Lords Chriſt, 
and to bear witneſs unto that very Truth, and at that very 
time of the Day, when you a Learned Scribe and Phariſee 
(_ under the Notion of Repenting ) have moſt unworthily 
betrayed and deſerted ir. : 


F arewel, 


From my Priſon by News- 
gate, 9th m. aih 
| An. I 6 7 I. 


Edward Bagſhaw, 


'K 


POST-SCRIPT* 


CONTEINING 


An ADVERTISEMENT to the 


CHRISTIAN READER. 


N Anſwer to Mr. Baxters Poſt ſcript, 1 have this to REY 
ſay briefly, That 1 have read and confidered thoſe go." gh 
Words of his, The Lord Proteftor did Prudently, Piouſly, © 
Faubfully to bs Immortal Honour, exerciſe the Govern: 
ment; And 1 {till think that Mr. Baxter could not be 


ſerious, if he meant them of Richard Cromwell, who 


Joſt the Government, before he was well ſetled in it , 


and never did any thing ( that I have heard of ) to 
deſerve ſo large a Charater » But ſince Mr Baxter is 
pleaſed to afhirm that he intended him, I ſhall not be 
Critical in another mans words, but take it for grant- 
cd that indeed it was ſoz But then 1 ſhall deſire to 
b- z'isfied in two things, Firſt, what is become of Mr. 
Baxters Repentance; For when 1 urged that paflage to 
him , as ſpoken of Oliver he tells me in one part 0 
his Book, 1 thank you for calling me to review thoſe 
Words , and do freely declare that 1 do take them to be 
unmet, and that 1 do urfeignzely Repent of them; and 
yet in the Gonclution he complaineth that he roo raſh- 

C 2 ly 


page 47. 


page 42, 
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ly beletved me; For upen peruſal he finds 3t moſt Not. 


*rious that he ſpake it not of Oliver bat of his Song at 


which he wipeth his eMHouth and thinks all is very well; 
But may not this be expeRed-as likely to be the ifſue 
of all Mr. Baxter's other Repentance, that upon ſecond 
thonghts he will complain he was too raſh and haſty 
in it. Secondly, I would fain }1ow by what Proprie- 
ty of ſpeech, be can affirm 2: in doth that Oliver Crom- 
well was guilty of moſt .erfiarons Treaſon and Rebellion , 
and he himſetj a2 ni:queſhenable ſurper , 1d yet own 
and allow his Scn to be a Piges , Prudent, Faithful Go- 
vernour 2: Was not” Richard his Farhc » Succeſſor, and 
did not he furceed him in his Sinful Uſarpation ? and 
can Mr. Baxter continue to jaitifie ch words ( which 
muf be accounted either down ri. cailing againſt the 
one, or ſordid Flattery to the cl: } aud yet hold him- 
felt: Imnogent 2 | | 


 , As tor the Oath of eAftegiance, which I am in Pri- 
o for refuling, and Mr. Baxter I perceive pleads for, 
and. would fain engage all the Non-Conformiſts to be 
Defenders of, I muſt needs ſay, that if 1 underitood 
chat\Oath in no ſtrifter a ſenſe, and had as wany Di- 


 flintitons, to elade the true meaning and force of ir, as 


Mr. Baxter hath lately found out about the Covenant , 
I might perhaps be induced to take ir tov ; Bur 1 bleſs 
God, I dare, not Trafie with Oaths ; For | lovk upon 
one that is once deliberately Sworn to be 2] wayes Ariftly 
Obliged, and where the. Name of God is uſed to make 
a lye facred, I thinks that Reverence is ve to it, thar 
we arc nat afterwards t@ mince. Matters, but bound to 
go. unto the. u;molt | Lathude, that the words will bear, 
for the Adva12ge of tae Porty unto whom we are 
Sworn : . This beiig my fenie of every Oath, I muſt 
take leave freely to profeis that in this of eAMhegiance, 
I do not viider{tand the racaning of Crown and Dignity, 
for if thole wort, ligaitis (C as I verily believe they do) 
The Laws ia being { tor 19 both. Sr. Orlando Bridgeman, 
and Dr. Sangerſoi- have interpreted them) then I can- 


' not ſwear ro Defeng them; For ſome of thoſe Laws 
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( and particularly thoſe about Conformity ;) Idaily break. 
and which is more, think I am boung in Conſcience to 
do ſo: And though Iſhould erre and be miſtaken in the 
Grounds of ſuch a PraQtice, yer every one knoweth, and 
Dr. Sanderſon hath fully ſtared it, that ever an Erroni- 
ous Conſcience doth alwayes oblige not to do any thing a- 
gainſt the Diltates of it, More I could ſay, but t vo 
Arguments 2gainſt this Oath I have already pubic! ly 
urged at the Bar, in which I have not yet received any 


ſatisfaction. 


One is that I am required to ſay, Y/hich Oath I ac- 
knowledge by good and full Authority to be Lawfully £*4- 
miniitred to ime ; which I am fo far from being able 
to ſwear, that on the contrary, I am fully ſatisfyed, this 
Ouh was to ine moſt unlawfully adininiſired 5 The de- 
ſign and end of the Oath ( which was to diſcover and 
to ſuppreſs Popiſh Recuſants )) and many other Legal 
Circumſtances having not been at all obſerved. 


Another Exception which I urged was, that I am to 
ſay, This Recognition 1 mae heartily, willingly , &c. 
Which word Wllingly bzirg then under an urdue force 
( deteined a Priſoner after I was acquitted by a Jury ) 
and to take that Oath as the Condition of obreining 
my Liberty ( unto whHiet 7 x ' --an my (elf, as ha- 
ving 4 juſt title unleſs I 
would direly h:; ed 
my (elit by ſome : 


Theſe were ſome ot my Reaſons, which I pleaded at 
the Barr, and whatever Mr. Baxter thinks of them 
( who undervalueth moſt mens judgement bur, his own) 
yet they are {}}]] of weight ro me, and at that time they 
were judged ſo conliderazble by thoſe that heard them, 
thar the Juſtice wio paſſed Sentence upon me, faid pub- 
lickTy in the hearing of m:ny Witneſſes , That he did nor 
doubt, but 1 refuſed the Oath ont of Conſcience and from 
a good Principle , wherein, though he did ill ro convemn 


one whom he judged Innocent, yer he was more juit and 
Gene-= 


(20) 


'Generous then Mr. Baxter, who calleth me Brother, and 
yet vuſeth me as Edom did Iſrael ; not fearing to adde 


what weight he can to make my Bonds heavier, and ſo 
far as his Cenſure can prevail, ſeeking to leave me with- 
out the common Relief of Calamity, Pity. But the Lord 
will certainly jadge between him and me, with whom 1 
leave my Cauſe, and the Iffue of this whole Controver- 
ſie; who hathalready in his Word, and will in due time 
by his Works decide, who are moſt to be approved for 
[ategrity, whether thoſe who are content to endure the 
utmoſt Extremity, rather than deny the Truth, or depart 
from a well taken up Reſolution z or ſuch who are, 'lke 


=-eds, ſhaken with every Wind, and ſcruple not to change 


their Judgement, For, and Againſt things, as the ſtream 
of outward ſucc?ſs doth guide and influence them. There 
being no other v;iibile Reaſon why Mr, Baxter ſhould 
at this day, prefeſshis Repeztance, for what ha ſo ſtiffly 
heldand defended before, but only that Argument of the 


Tal. 6.19. Fewiſh Conformiſts of old, That he may not be Perſecuted 


by the Creſs of Chriſt, in which yet, as the Apoſtle did, lo 
every True Chriſtian ovght ro Glory. 
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